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APPENDIX A   

The Knighthood program of Celts of America
Adopted 7 February 2007.

Last revised: 7 February 2007

Organizing document:  This document sets forth the basic operating procedures and guideline of the Knights of Celtae. It is not all inclusive. The leabhar la Ridiers (book of Knights) will be the final governing document.   
Mission Statement:  The Order of the Knights of Celtae, is a military order having both a broad and charitable humanitarian mission.  The aims of the Order are to assist the needy, and to uphold the Chivalric Code of Wisdom, Truthfulness, honor, courage, justice, mercy, and humility. Members must continue the traditions set down by those before them. They must provide charitable service to humanity, support the underprivileged, while inspiring others to do the same. 
ARTICLE I
Description of the Order

Section 1:  This appendix sets forth the guidelines and policy under which the Knights off Celtae operate. The Celts of America (COA) Knighthood program is designed as a method of recognizing high achievement within Celts of America, and those that inspire others to high achievement within the society, while fostering further achievement within the Order. 
Section 2:  The name of the order shall be the Knights of Celtae. The Knights of Celtae is an order within Celts of America, and not an order of any other Knighthood. Knights and Dames are awarded the title based on service to humanity, service to their community, service to Celts of America, and actions that further promote the mission of COA, and foster the Chivalric Code of Celtae. 
ARTICLE II

Organization and Function

Section 1:  The Knighthood program will run under the guidance and policy set forth by the COA Board of Directors, the Knights Counsel, this document, The leabhar la Ridiers, and any additional policies the Priory of Celtae sets forth. 
Section 2: The Order of The Knights of Celtae should be held in the highest prestige amongst Celts of America members. Members of the Knighthood have distinguished themselves from others within Celts of America, through selfless sacrifice, volunteerism, and outstanding achievement on behalf of Celts of America.  Their actions have furthered the COA mission, and have had a valuable impact on their community.  To this end, all inductees into the order must be held to the same higher standards.
Section 3:  Only members of Celts of America are eligible for knighthood, and the title “Knight of the Order Celtae”. 
Knighthood titles are as follows:

Knight 4th class – Knight of the Order (Dame or Lady of the Order)

Knight 3rd Class - Emerald Knight (Dame or Lady of the Emerald Order)

Knight 2nd Class – Silver Knight   (Dame or Lady of the Silver Order)

Knight 1st Class – Golden Knight (Dame or Lady of the Golden Order)

ARTICLE III

Rank Structure
Section 1:  Rank is based first on class, with Knight 1st Class (Knight of The Golden Order) being the highest class, and Knight 4th class (Knight of The Order) being the lowest class. Rank within a class will be determined first by date of induction, then by spur, then by age.
Section 2: Grand Master and Masters: The degree and title “Grand Master” and “Master” shall be awarded to those who have attained a level of commitment, and knowledge above others within the Order. In addition to title, they will take on the responsibility of training, indoctrinating, and preparing candidates for knighthood, and promotion within the Order.  
Section 2: Grand Master: The ranking Golden Knight will hold the position and title of “Grand Master”. The degree and title gives rank above all others. In the event the position becomes vacant, it will be filled by the next highest ranking individual within The Order of Celtae.  
Section 3: Master: Those to receive the degree, title, and role of “Master” will be chosen by the Knights Counsel. The title gives rank above all others within their Class. In addition to title, they will take on the responsibility of training, indoctrinating, preparing candidates for knighthood, and promotion within the Order.  
Section 4: Commander: Those to receive the title of “Commander” will be chosen by the Knights Counsel. The title gives rank above all others within their Class, with the exception of “Masters”. The promotion to “Commander” signifies that the individual has performed at a level above his or her peers. 
ARTICLE III

Knights Counsel.  
The Knights Priory is formed in order to propagate and enhance the mission of the Knights of Celtae, and Celts of America.  In addition, the Knights Counsel will be responsible for the following:
a. Develop and implement humanitarian and community programs of interest to COA and the Knighthood.
b. Developing doctrine of value to the order of Knights.

c. Maintain the traditions of the Order.
d. Maintain the historical records and doctrine of the Order.
e. Promote Celts of America and the Knights Order within the Society. 

   f. Selection of Knighthood Selection Committee.

ARTICLE IV
Selection

Section 1: Nomination of those to be inducted into the Knighthood will be based on a merit system. Merits are earned based on humanitarian deeds, deeds performed for the Society, and for the community at large. The merit matrix in this appendix will be used as a guide during selection.
Section 2:  Earned merits will be the basis for nomination for induction into the order.  Nomination does not constitute automatic selection. Selections will be made by committee, based on requirements set forth by the Knight’s Counsel and the Knights Selection Committee.  
Section 3:  The nomination schedule shall be as follows:

3-a. Nomination for the title Knight 4th class may be bestowed after 100 hours (merits) of service within the Society or on behalf of the Society. In addition, eligible individuals must have been a member for no less than 180 days.  
3-b. Nomination for the title Knight 3rd class may be bestowed after 300 hours (merits) of service within the Society, or on behalf of the Society. In addition only the top 20 percent of all eligible members may be selected each year. The decisions as to the top eligible performers will be made by the selection committee. Eligible individuals must have been a member for no less than 365 days.  
3-c. Nomination for the title Knight 2nd class may be bestowed after 600 hours (merits) of service within the Society, or on behalf of the Society.  In addition only the top 10 percent of all eligible members may be selected each year. The decisions as to the top eligible performers will be made by the selection committee. In addition, eligible individuals must have been a member for no less than 2 years.  
3-d. Nomination for the title Knight 1st class (Golden Knight of Celtae or Golden Lady of Celtae), may be bestowed, after 1200 hours (merits) of service within the Society, or on behalf of the Society. In addition only the top 5 percent of all eligible members may be selected each year. The decisions as to the top eligible performers will be made by the selection committee based on the merit of deeds performed, service 
to Celts of America and to the communities at large. In addition, eligible individuals must have been a member for no less than 4 years. 
Section 4:  Selection of those to be inducted into Knighthood will be made by a committee consisting of three (3) Knights, plus one (1) member of the Board of Directors. The BOD member shall vote only in the instance off a tied vote. During selection merits may be awarded or subtracted as seen fit by the Selection Committee for specific tasks, or achievements.  A record of all inductees will be made by the Selection Committee, and a copy provided to the Knights Council no later than 30 after the induction. 
Section 5:  Induction will happen once a year during the annual Celts of America Banquette to be held in January of each year. A list of all inductees will be provided to the President and Knights Council 30 days prior to induction, which will be held in confidence until the time of induction.  

ARTICLE V
Ceremony and Award

Section 1:  Knighting ceremonies will be performed in accordance with the Ridier Deasghnáth, and conducted by a Grand Master of the Order. A Master of the Order may perform the ceremony only if the Grand Master is unavailable, and only under the most dire of circumstances. The ceremony will be held in the utmost of honor, befitting the bestowment of the title and position. 

Section 2:  Plaques, medallions, and medals as determined by the BOD and approved by the Knights Council will be awarded.  A Knight and/or Dame will be entitled to wear the appropriate Knights level device at all times. In addition, a Knight will be entitled to drink from the drogue bowl before all others at feast and ceremony. Knights and Dames may be seated to the front of their table during such occasions.  The BOD may set forth policy that entitles Knights of The Order to additional benefits as they see fit.

Section 3: A “spur” may be awarded for subsequent (duplicate) achievement within the same Knighthood rank category, or for the accruement of 100 merit hours which ever comes first. Three spurs may be earned: bronze, silver and gold. The silver spur shall be awarded after earning three bronze spurs, and the gold spur will be awarded after earning three silver spurs. Such ranks would be terms such as “Knight of the Emerald order, 1st Silver spur.”
SECTION VI
MERIT SCHEDULE

Merit Matrix
	Meetings

-Annual meeting attendance

-Monthly meeting Attendance

-Board of Directors


	2 merits

1 merit 
0 merits



	Committee member or volunteer

-Scholarship

-Knighthood

-Festivals

-Events

-Membership


	1 monthly

1 monthly

1 monthly ***
1 monthly

1 monthly



	COA event organizer
	1 merit per hour of work

	COA event volunteer
	1 merit per hour of work

	Local festival COA volunteer
	2 merits per hour of work

	Out of town event volunteer
	24 per day *

	COA approved community service  
	1 merit per hour of volunteer work

	New member sponsorship 
	5 merits **

	COA monthly magazine volunteer writer
	2 merits per article

	COA news letter publisher
	3 merits per month

	COA E-magazine publisher  
	4 merits per month

	Web site (Library, member’s area, etc.) management.


	1 merit per hour of work

	Semi-Annual road side clean up
	2 merits per hour of work


In addition, the BOD or Knighthood Selection Committee may from time to time, award merits for certain events, service, or work, not associated with Celts of America. 

Asterisk items 

* Must be 100 miles or further from home chapter. 

** Person(s) sponsored must join.

*** In addition to work during a festival, i.e., long term planning stage, sponsorship drives, etc. 
SECTION VII
Oath of Fealty

Section 1:  The following oath must be administered without deviation.  Any deviation or mistake, which causes a change in the oaths meaning, will void the oath and the oath must be administered again.  
Fear an ti (The Measurement)
Do you swear with your utmost power of life, to be loyal of hand and mouth, and serve every man as best you may?
Do you swear to further humanities; to stand against wrong and strengthen righteousness?

Protect the meek, and be a champion of justice at all times?
Seek the fellowship of good men; hearken to their words and remember them. Do not boast, but be humble and courteous wherever you go. Be chivalrous at all times and remember your oath from this day hence.
Uphold the Laws of Celtae, and further the mission.

Remember your heritage and pass it a-new to others. 

Inductees oath of acceptance:  *

With my utmost power of life I take my oath.

Wisdom, truthfulness, honor, courage, justice, mercy, and humility 

will be the corner stones of my life and my commitment.

I will remember that I am for-sworn to my oath at all times from this day hence.

My oath is my commitment to Celtae, 

I will strive for excellence in all endeavors, 

and will have loyalty to our cause. 

There is truth in knowledge, and I will strive with all my strength to achieve these goals,

So help me God.**
* The Inductees oath must be read or repeated exactly.  No deviation is allowed. If a mistake is made during the ceremony that causes the meaning of the oath to change the oath must be repeated. 

** An inductee may wish to swear his commitment to a different higher power, deity, or divine being.  Said higher power, deity or divine being must conform to a religion recognized by the priory.
ARTICLE VIII

Status, and Removal from Knighthood

Section 1:  There shall be three recognized status of Knighthood. The status is as follows: 

Active, Inactive and Dismissed.

1-a. Knights shall be considered active as long as they are still earning merits, attending Society functions, and furthering the mission off the Knighthood. Knights must maintain active membership in Celts of America at all times, furthermore Knights must earn at least 100 merits per annum. 

1-b. Knights are considered inactive if they fail to meet the requirements as listed in Section 1-a.  

1-c.  Knights must uphold their Oath at all times. The bestowment of the title is a privilege, and as such may be revoked. The Knights Council may dismiss any Knight who fails to comply with the COA code of ethics. Knights shall be dismissed and stricken from the roll should they fail to uphold their Oath or the Code of Ethics. Dismissed Knights are stripped of all title and rank.   
This Appendix may be amended in the manner authorized by law at the time of amendment. Executed in duplicate on the ___ day of____________,2007.

STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

COUNTY OF PENNINGTON

BE REMEMBERED that on this ____________day of ________________2007, before me, the undersigned personally appeared.

The Officers of Celts of America

	__________________________________

Matthew S. Murraine

Chieftain, Celts of America


	__________________________________

John Duggan
Vice-Chief Celts of America



	__________________________________

Christine A. Murraine

Treasurer, Celts of America


	__________________________________

Janice L. Murraine

Secretary Celts of America


Known to me or satisfactorily proven to be the person whose name are subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged that they executed the same for the purposes therein contained.  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I HEREUNTO SET MY HAND AND OFFICIAL SEAL.

My Commission Expires___________________________

                                                                         Notary Public, South Dakota
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